VIEWS ON MEN AND THINGS

was wide.    The sketch which   prefaces the
Freres   Tale was probably drawn from the
lifer-
Whilom ther was dwellinge in my contree
An erchedeken, a man of heigh degree

For spiale tythes and for smal offringe
He made the peple pitously to singe.
For er the bisshop caughte hem with his

hook,
They weren in the erchedekenes book.

Add to this the fact that one in three of the
archdeacons holding office in England at this
time were foreigners, and it is easy to see how
much ill-feeling was likely to be stirred up
between them and the laity. Nor were the
parish priests much better. The black death,
which ravaged Europe from time to time, had
swept across England with peculiar fury in
1848. Hundreds of the noblest and best of
the clergy, who stayed gallantly by their
flocks, had been swept away. There were
not enough priests to administer the sacra-
ments of the Church, and between this urgent
necessity for ministers to bury the dead, to
baptise and marry, and the fact that many of
the richer livings had fallen into the hands of
foreignersf who cared nothing for the peasants